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SELECTIONS FROM THE CORRESPONDENCE OF 
COLONEL CLEMENT BIDDLE. 

(Continued from page 76.) 
Tobias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

New York January 6 tn . 1790. 
Dear Sir, 

I have now before me your much esteemed favor of 
the 24 th . Ult°. which came duly to hand together with 
the music furnished by M r Eenaigle. — The President 
thanks you for your information relative to the Buck- 
wheat — and requests that you will procure for him two 
Hundred bushels to be sent to Mount Vernon by the 
last of Feb y . or certainly early in March, in good bags 
marked (x. W. 

Your Compliments of the Season were delivered to 

the President and M rs . "Washington — who desire that 

theirs may be presented in return to yourself & M rs . 

Biddle — in which they are joined with great sincerity 

by 

Dear Sir, 

Your most Obed 4 . Serv'. 

Clement Biddle Esquire. Tobias Lear 

Tobias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

New York January 10 th . 1790 
Dear Sir, 

The President has directed me to write to you, re- 
questing that you will procure for him and send to 
Mount Vernon by the first opportunity, a Superfine 
bolting Cloth of the first quality, to suit a Reel which 
is nine feet two inches in length, and five feet six inches 
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in circumference ; — You will be good enough to let the 
above cloth be chosen by M r . Lewis or a skillful Miller — 

With very great regard 
* A reel of 10 feet requires I am, Dear Sir, 

8 feet 3 inches of bolting Your most Obed'. Serv 1 . 
cloth the price of which is £10. Tobias Lear, 

the rem r . of the reel is covered 
with strong linen — que 
if the reel is 9 ft. 2 in ; or the 
length of the boulting Cloth only to be that. 

Clement Biddle Esquire. 

Tobias Lear to Col. Clement Biddle. 

New York, January 17 th . 1790 
Dear Sir, 

I have received your favor of the 15 th . Ins 4 , and as 
the President was this day writing to Major Washing- 
ton, he enclosed the same to him, that he might be gov- 
erned thereby in further directions which be may send 
respecting the bolting Cloth; — which as soon as they 
come to hand shall be forwarded to you — 

The President (through Col . Hartley of Lancaster) 
has engaged a number of breeding mares to be sent 
from thence to Mount Vernon; — for the payment of 
which the President has directed me so to arrange mat- 
ters that the money may pass through your hands. — 
The amount will be about £400. Pennsylvania Currency, 
which sum I shall endeavour so to accommodate with 
the Bank in this place as to have it drawn by you from 
the Bank in Philadelphia. — If this cannot be done I 
shall transmit you bills to that amount when I write 
further upon the subject 

With very great esteem & regard, 
I am, Dear Sir, 
Your most Obed 1 . Serv\ 
Clement Biddle Esquire. Tobias Lear. 

* This note appears to be in the handwriting of Col. Biddle. [Ed. 
Penna. Mag.~\ 
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Tobias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

New York January 21 st . 1790 
Dear Sir, 

In conformity to what I mentioned in my last, I now 
enclose you a draft on the Bank of North America, 
drawn by Samuel Meridith Esq r . for One Thousand and 
sixty six Dollars & sixty-six Cents, equal to four hun- 
dred pounds Pennsylvania Currency, — which you will 
pass to the Credit of the Account of the President of 
the United States with you. — The enclosed sum is trans- 
mitted to you for the purpose of paying for some breed- 
ing Mares, bought by the direction of Col . Thomas 
Harteley in Lancaster, for the President — and must be 
paid to the joint orders of M r . Paul Zantzinger and 
John Miller to whom you will be pleased to give infor- 
mation thereof. — 

You will be good enough to acknowledge the receipt 
of the enclosed draft as soon as it reaches you. — 
With great esteem, I am, D r . Sir, 

Your most Ob\ Serv 1 ., 
Clement Biddle Esq r . Tobias Lear 

Tobias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

New York February 7 th . 1790 
Dear Sir, 

I have now before me your favors of the 24 th & 28 th . 
Ult°. — their contents I have observed — Major Washing- 
ton has sent the following dimensions of the Bolting 
Cloth— "The length of the Bolting Cloth, noiv in the 
"Mill, is 8 feet 3f inches; and the breadth 5 feet 7 
"inches. — The length of the Eeal is 9 feet 6 inches, and 
"as Col . Biddle observes has the difference between 
"the Cloth and Eeel covered with coarse linen" The 
President would wish you to get one agreeable to the 
foregoing dimensions and send it to Mount Vernon by 
the earliest opportunity. 

Whenever you may find it convenient to have the * 

Vol. XLIIL— 10 
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President's Ace*, drawn off from the last exhibit of it, 
I will thank you to send it to me. — 

With very great esteem 

I am, Dear Sir, 

Tour most Obed\ Serv\ 
Clement Biddle Esquire. Tobias Lear 

Tobias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

New York, February 10 th . 1790 
Dear Sir, 

The President wishes to get a Carpet of the best kind, 
for a Eoom 32 feet by 22. A Tea-G-reen ground with 
white or light flowers or spots would suit the furniture 
of the Eoom — and Carpeting would perhaps answer 
better than a Carpet — as the former would be made to 
fit the Eoom exactly, when it would be difficult to find 
one of the latter of the precise size. — The length of the 
Eoom, 32 feet is its full extent, but at each end there 
is a fire-place which projects into the Eoom perhaps 
3^ or 4 feet including the Hearths. — We can get no 
Carpet in New York to suit the Eoom — nor Carpeting 
of the best kind — Scotch Carpeting is almost the only 
kind to be found here. — If you will be so good as to 
inform me if anything of the above description can be 
had in Philad a you will oblige me. — The price is also 
necessary to be known — 

With very great esteem 

I am, Dear Sir, 

Your most Obed'. Serv'. 
Clement Biddle Esq p . Tobias Lear. 

Tobias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

New York February 14 th . 1790. 
Dear Sir, 

I have been duly favoured with your letters of the 
9 th and 10 th ins'. — the latter enclosing the President's 
Ace 4 , as it then stood with you 

In reply to your wish to know the President's birth- 
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day, it will be sufficient to observe tbat it is on the 11 th 
of February old Style; but the Almanack-makers have 
generally set it down opposite to the 11 th day of the 
present Style. — How far this may go towards establish- 
ing of it on that day I dont know; but I could never 
consider it any otherwise than as stealing so many days 
from his valuable life as is the difference between the 
old & the new Style. — 

with very sincere esteem, 
I am, Dear Sir, 

Your most Obed 1 . Serv 
Clement Biddle Esquire — Tobias Lear 

Tobias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

New York March 5 th . 1790. 
Sir, 

I have been favored with your letters of the 16 th & 
23 d ultimo. — We are furnished with a Carpet for the 
room which I had described to you; but are therefore 
no less obliged to you for the trouble you have had in 
making inquiries respecting it. — The President will 
thank you to make an addition of two hundred bushels 
to the quantity of Buckwheat you have procured for 
him. — It is probable that it can be carried to Virginia 
in bulk, which will save the expense of bags or barrels. 
— Major Washington informed the President that Cap- 
tain Elwood had told him that for the freight of a 
quantity, he would make bulkheads & carry it free from 
expense of bags or barrels. — If this can be done it will 
be agreeable to the President, as the number of bags 
which you have already are as many as will be useful — 
and barrels are of little or no use at Mount Vernon 
where they have always a number on hand. — 
with very great esteem, 

I am, Dear Sir, 

Your most Obed 1 . Serv*. 
Clement Biddle Esquire. — Tobias Lear 
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Tobias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

New York, March 10 th . 1790. 
Dear Sir, 

I received your favor of the 6 th . ins', last evening, 
with the Invoice of 200 bushels of Buckwheat sent to 
Mount Vernon. How I came to omit answering the 
querie in your letter of the 23 d Ult°. respecting the 
potatoes, I dont know ;— However a delay may be favor- 
able, as we have had weather lately which might have 
injured them if they had been sent by Captain Ellwood 
— but by the next Vessel you will be so obliging as to 
have them sent. — 

In my letter of the 5 th ins*. I requested you would add 
200 bushels to the quantity of Buckwheat which you 
had bo*, for the President,— but the price, 3/6. which 
you mention in your last, has led the President to alter 
his mind, and he now wishes but 100 bushels more, if it 
is not already engaged— and if it can be carried in bulk 
to lessen the freight, it will be best — 

With great respect & esteem 
I am, Dear Sir 

Y r . most Obed 1 Serv*. 
Tobias Lear 
Clement Biddle Esq r .— 

Tooias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

New York March 21 st . 1790 

Dear Sir, 

I have received your favors of the 11 th and 18 th of 
this month ; the contents of which have been communi- 
cated to the President. 

On the 12 th . ins'. I wrote to M r Moyston to learn the 
character of a Cook who is now in Baltim . and had 
lived with him for several years.— As I have not re- 
ceived any answer from M r . Moyston, I presume my 
letter (which was put into the Post Office) has not 
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reached his hands ; — I have therefore taken the liberty 
to enclose a duplicate of it, with a request that you will 
be so good as to have it handed to M r . Moyston, and 
thereby oblige 

Your most Obed'. Serv'. 
Tobias Lear. 
Clement Biddle Esquire. 

William Jackson to Col. Biddle. 

New York, Wednesday noon, 
May 2 nd . 1790. 
Dear Sir, 

The enclosed letter, from Doctor Bard to Doctor 
Jones, is transmitted to you with a view to insure 
secrecy, certainty, and dispatch in the delivery of it 

To relieve you from any extraordinary personal 
anxiety I am happy to inform you that the symptoms 
which attend the President's indisposition, are not 
threatening — but it has been thought the part of 
prudence to call upon Doctor Jones, in anticipation of 
any unfavorable change that may arise. 

I need not repeat to you the necessity of delivering 
the letter with privacy, and keeping the object of it a 
secret from every person — even M rs . Biddle. 

Doctor Jones may want your aid to accelerate his ar- 
rival at New York — and I am persuaded you will give 
him every assistance in your power — The Doctor's 
prudence will suggest the propriety of setting out as 
privately as possible — perhaps it may be well to assign 
a personal reason for visiting New York, or going into 
the Country. 

I am with great regard, 
Dear Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant 
W. Jackson 
Colonel Biddle. 
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William Jackson to Col. Biddle. 

New York, May 17. 1790 
9 o'clock P. M. 
Dear Sir, 

The agreeable purport of my letter will excuse its 
brevity and abruptness — The President is much better 
and, I trust out of all danger. 

The next post will bring you a more particular ac- 
count of the nature and progress of his complaint. 

in great haste 
I am yours 
W. Jackson 

William Jackson to Col. Biddle. 
Dear Sir, 

New York, May 20. 1790 

You will learn with pleasure that the President's 
recovery is now certain. — The fever has entirely left 
him, and there is the best prospect of a perfect restora- 
tion of his health. 

I make this communication by Colonel Franks, whose 
immediate departure does not allow me to be more par- 
ticular. 

I am, dear Sir, with esteem, 

Your most obedient Servant 
W. Jackson 

George A. Washington to Col. Biddle. 

Mount Vernon June 2 4 1790 
Dear Sir 

M r . Thompson a particular acquaintance of mine 
going to Philadelphia affords me an opportunity of 
acknowledging your favor of the 29 Ap 1 . the Buckwheat 
and Potatoes shiped on board of Cap 4 . Ellwood have 
come to hand — they got mixed which created some 
trouble but the quantity of both was rec d . — You have 
been so obliging as to make a tender of your services 
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to me which I shall now avail myself of by requesting 
the favor of you to have six pair Slippers made by 
Palmer a pattern for which I have sent when they are 
done will thank you to forward them by one of the 
Packets and notify the am*, which shall be immediately 
discharged 4 Pr. will be of leather & 2 of Calamanco — 
please to present my best respects to M rs . Biddle — 

I am. 
with much esteem 
Dear Sir 
Your most Ob*. 

Hum Serv 1 . 
Geo. A. Washington 

Tobias Lew to Col. Biddle. 

New York June 3 d 1790. 
Dear Sir 

My absence from this place since the middle of April 
is the cause of my not having duly acknowledged the 
receipt of your favors of the 24 th of March and 27 th . of 
April, both of which are now before me. — 

The Cook arrived and entered upon his duty on the 
1 st . of May ; he gives us good dinners and the Steward 
says he conducts himself well. — we are much obliged 
by your agency in obtaining him. 

I am happy to inform you that the President recovers 
his strength and flesh very fast. — 

Will you, Sir, be kind enough to have the enclosed 
letter handed to M r . Wignall & thereby oblige 

Your most Obed\ H um . Serv'. 
Clement Biddle Esquire — Tobias Lear 

Tobias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

New York June 20 th 1790 
Dear Sir, 

I have now before me your favor of the 16 Ins', en- 
closing the President's Ace', which stands right. In 
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the charge of the 20 th of May I observe there is men- 
tioned ' ' Coach-hire, Expenses & Express to New York 
for D r . Jones." — If by this Express is ment the person 
who went from this place to Philadelphia for D r . Jones, 
I imagine there must have been some misunderstanding 
in the demand, for I have paid Col . Beauman the Post- 
Master here 25 Dollars for an express sent by Col . 
Cummings to Philadelphia on that occasion. — I will 
therefore thank you for an explaination of that matter 
in your next. — Will you be so good as to desire M r . Hare 
(if he continues to make the best porter in Philadel- 
phia) to have three gross of his best put up for Mount 
Vernon? As the President intends to visit that place 
in the recess of Congress and it is probable there will 
be a large demand for Porter there at that time. I 
will take care to have some money transmitted to you 
in season for that purpose, as the balance in your hands 
will not be sufficient. — M rs . Washington requests you 
will be so kind as to inform me if any handsome blue 
& white china Tea & Coffee cups & saucers can be had 
in Philadelphia — and the price per dozen — She does 
not want a sett of china, but cups and saucers only to 
match some which she has at Mount Vernon — 

M rs . Lear joins me in thanks to yourself & M rs . Biddle, 
for your congratulations on our marriage — and re- 
quests her best compliments may be presented to M rs . 

Biddle 

with very sincere regard 

I am Dear Sir, Y r . most Obed\ S\ 
Tobias Lear 
Clement Biddle Esquire 

Tobias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

New York July 11 th . 1790 
Dear Sir, 

I have to acknowledge your favors of the 24 th of June 
and the 4 th & 8 th of the present month ; the former en- 
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closing the account of coach hire &c paid by you and 
the latter covering M r . Hare's bill & rec'. for Porter sent 
to Mount Vernon. 

The President will thank you to inform me if plated 
waiters, suitable for carrying tea round to company 
can be had with you — their sizes & cost — There are 
some with Japanned bottoms and a silver or plated 
rim of open work round them — can any of these be had 
in Philad a . ? And will you be so good as to inform me 
the price per oz for silver waiters of the above size 
made with you? — 

In great haste, 
I am dear Sir, 
with sincere resp'. & esteem 
PS. Y r . most Obed 1 Serv 1 . 

Have those Vessels from Tobias Lear. 

India brought any very 
fine muslins & cheap? 
Clement Biddle Esq r . 

Tobias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

New York July 18 th . 1790 
Dear Sir, 

I have received your much esteemed favor of the 14 th . 
Ins 1 , and will thank you to get the waiter which you 
mentioned and keep it with you till we call for it. — 
Silver waiters can be had here of warranted silver and 
best workmanship @ 13/10 per oz. this currency, which 
is lower than with you ; — we shall therefore have them 
made here. — Your attention to this matter is highly 
obliging, my dear Sir, and deserves our best thanks — as 
well as your information respecting the China and Mus- 
lin. — Of the former M rs . Washington wishes you to get 
two dozen of Tea cups & saucers and two dozen of 
Coffee cups & saucers with 3 or 4 slop bowles to match 
them; — all of blue and white china, handsome, but not 
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of the highest price, as they are for common use — and 
send them to Mount Vernon by the first Vessel. — She 
will likewise thank you to send her some patterns of 
plain Jaquinett Muslin (India) of the finest kind, from 
which she may chuse a piece. 

I have to beg your pardon, my dear Sir, for neglect- 
ing to forward a draft as I promised to do in a former 
letter, and the day (Sunday) prevents my getting one 
now from the Treasurers. — But I will not fail to do it 
in the course of the week. — 

With sincere regard & Eespect 
I am, Dear Sir 

Your most Obed*. Serv\ 
Tobias Lear. 
Clement Biddle Esquire. — 

Tobias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

New York July 25 th . 1790 
Dear Sir, 

I have before me your favors of the 21 st . and 23 d . Ins*. 
If blue and white china Cups and Saucers can be pro- 
cured (as you observed in your last was probable) and 
agreeably to my former letter; you will please to get 
three dozen of the Tea Cups and Saucers, and two 
dozen of Coffee Cups and Saucers with Slop bowls. 
Should these not be found, you will get the same num- 
ber of the enameld which you mentioned in your letter 
of the 21 st . 

M rs . Washington desires me to enclose some patterns 
of Muslin, that if the piece sent should not suit you will 
be so good as to see if any like the patterns can be had, 
and the prices. — 

I will thank you to let me know the price of white 
Lead ground in Oil — and also the price of painters Oil 
fit for immediate use. — The President will probably 
want a considerable quantity of each to send to Mount 
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Vernon — and we shall procure it here or in Philadel- 
phia as may be cheapest — 

With very great esteem 
I am, 

Dear Sir 
Your Most Obed'. Serv\ 
Tobias Lear 
Clement Biddle Esquire 

Tobias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

New York July 29 th . 1790 
Dear Sir, 

I have received your favor of the 26 th Ins*, with two 
pieces of muslin sent by the same mail ; one of which ' 
M rs . Washington keeps, and the other is herewith re- 
turned. — 

My letter of the 25 th will advise you fully respecting 
the China. — 

with Eespect & Esteem, 
I am, 

Dear Sir 
Your most Obed 1 . Serv\ 
Tobias Lear. 
Clement Biddle Esquire. — 

Tobias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

New York Aug*. 1 st . 1790. 
Dear Sir, 

In reply to your esteemed favor of the 29 th ultimo I 
have to inform you the three dozen of Cups & the same 
number of Saucers were ment in my former letter. — 
I am with respect & esteem 
Dear Sir, 
Your most Obed 1 . Serv*. 
Tobias Lear 
Clement Biddle Esquire. 
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Tobias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

New York August 8 th . 1790 
Dear Sir, 

I have received your favor of the 5 th Ins*, inclosing a 
bill of the China sent to M'. Vernon. 

I will agreeably to your request, inform you of the 
time when the President intends setting off for Mount 
Vernon, which I imagine will be in about 8 or 10 days 
after the adjournment of Congress. I will, however, 
just hint to you that the President would not like more 
parade on his Journey than what may be absolutely 
necessary to gratify the people. It is to him a fatiguing 
thing. — 

with great respect & esteem 
I am, D r . Sir, 
PS. I will thank you to Y r . most Obed 4 . Serv\ 

inform me if any vessel Tobias Lear. 

is bound to London from Philad a . — 
what are her accommodations 
for Passengers & when she sails. — 

Clement Biddle Esquire 

Washington to Col. Biddle. 

New York Aug st . 9 th . 1790 
Dear Sir, 

In consequence of a private letter from M rs . Bland, 
I am led to make some enquiries whether you were ac- 
quainted with or can recall to your memory any thing 
respecting the transactions alluded to in the enclosed 
Certificate and Statement. If you should not be able 
to recollect any thing distinctly on the subject yourself, 
I wish you would apply to General Mifflin to learn 
whether he has any remembrance or documents of these 
facts which are alleged to have happened, at a time 
when, I think, he was Quarter Mastf. Gen 1 . At such a 
distance from the period in which these transactions 



Correspondence of Colonel Clement Biddle. 157 

are said to have taken place, I am fully apprised of the 
difficulties of ascertaining the real circumstances or of 
doing justice in case it still ought to be done ; I should, 
however, be very glad to render any service in my 
power respecting this affair to the Lady who has made 
the application. It is upon this ground I am giving 
you this trouble. In whatever manner the investiga- 
tions may result, I request that you will return the 
Certificate as early as may be in a letter addressed to 
me, in order that I may answer the letter which I have 
received from M rs . Bland. 

I am, with great regard, 
Dear Sir, 
Your most obed 4 . Servant 
G°. "Washington. 
Clement Biddle Esq r . 

PS. As I shall send your answer to M rs Bland, write 
the letter accordingly. 

Tobias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

New York Aug*. 17 th . 1790 
Dear Sir 

I acknowledge the rec 4 . of your favor of the 11 th Ins 4 . 
— and will thank you to get & deliver to M r . Lewis, the 
President's nephew who will have the pleasure to de- 
liver this, a German & English Dictionary for the 
Presidents German Gardner — and charge the same to 
the President's Ace'. — 

The President went on Saturday to B. Island — he 
will return in about 8 days & I think will leave this for 
Virginia about the 1 st . of Sep'. — of which you shall have 
due information — 

In great haste 

I am, D r Sir, 
Y r . most Obed 4 Serv 4 . 
Tobias Lear 
Clem 4 . Biddle Esq r . 
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Tobias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

New York August 26 th . 1790 
Dear Sir, 

I have now before me your favor of the 24 Ins 4 , in- 
closing a bill and receipt for a German and English 
Dictionary. 

The waiter you will be so good as to take on the Pres- 
ident's account, and keep it with you till we remove to 
Philadelphia . — 

The President will probably be in Philad a . about the 
3 d of September, and as he intends to tarry there two 
or three days, he has directed me to request that you 
will engage Lodgings for him during that time, at M rs 
House's, if she can accommodate all of his family who 
will accompany him. They are as follow, the President 
and M rs Washington, M rs Washington's two little grand 
children, Major Jackson & M r Nelson, two maids, four 
white servants and four black do. — If M rs House can 
accommodate this number, the Horses, of which there 
are 16, will be sent to Hiltzimer's Stables of which you 
will be so good as to give him notice. 

Should M rs House not be able to accommodate this 
number of persons, the President then wishes you to 
engage lodgings for all at the City Tavern, and in that 
case, the horses will be kept at the same place and notice 
need not be given to M r Hiltzimer. The President 
would prefer Lodgings at M rs House's if they can be 
obtained. 

I will now, Sir, agreeably to your request, inform 
you of the arrangements, as to time, which the Presi- 
dent has made for his journey. He is detained in New 
York to complete some business in the Treasury and 
War Departments, which, the Heads of these depart- 
ments inform him, will be finished by Saturday; in 
which case he will leave this place on Monday — reach 
Elizabeth Town that night — Brunswick on Tuesday 
night — Trenton on Wednesday night — Breakfast at 
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Bristol on Thursday morning, and proceed from thence 
to Philadelphia. — This I know is his present intention ; 
and if the business which detains him is completed on 
Saturday and no unforseen circumstances occur to re- 
tard his progress, it will be carried into effect. — He will 
travel slow in the beginning of his journey as he has 
a number of horses, some of which are young, and all 
in that state, as to exercise, which requires moderation 
at first setting out. — I give you this information, in 
compliance with your request; but at the same time I 
must repeat, what I observed in a former letter, that 
as little ceremony & parade may be made as possible; 
for the President wishes to command his own time, 
which these things always forbid in a greater or less 
degree; and they are to him fatiguing and oftentimes 
painful. He wishes not to exclude himself from the 
sight or conversation of his fellow citizens; but their 
eagerness to show their affection frequently imposes a 
heavy tax on him. — 

I shall not accompany the President, but remain in 
New York until arrangements are made for the Presi- 
dent in Philadelphia, when I shall have the pleasure of 
becoming an inhabitant of your city. — 

That M rs House may not think more Booms are 
necessary than are really so, the President directs me 
to observe, that two lodging Booms will accommodate 
himself M rs Washington the children and two maids; 
and one Boom will serve the two Gentlemen — the ser- 
vants she knows how she can best accommodate. — You 
will be good enough to give the President timely infor- 
mation of the House in which he is to lodge that he 
may drive directly there on his arrival. 

with very great regard 
I am Dear Sir 
Your most Obed'. Serv\ 
Tobias Lear 
Clement Biddle Esquire. 
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Tobias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

New York August 30 th . 1796 
Dear Sir 

The President left us this morning, and if he meets 
no interruption on his journey he will be in Phila- 
delphia on Thursday as I mentioned in my last. 

I have sent by the old lines of Stages a trunk and a 
set of Harness which could not be carried on with the 
Presid ts . baggage, and have taken the liberty to ad- 
dress them to your care. The Trunk M rs Washington 
may want in Philadelphia; and if she should not have 
occasion for it on her journey after wards, it had better 
be sent to M*. Vernon with the harness by water, as it 
will be expensive sending it by the Stages. The Har- 
ness will not be wanted on the Road, therefore that may 
be sent by water at all events. — I have directed it to 
be covered with a coarse cloth to prevent injury. — The 
expense of their Carriage to Phila\ I will discharge 
here at the same time that I pay for the Stage horses 
which the President employs in that line. 

with very sincere regard & esteem 
I am Dear Sir, 
Your most Obed'. Serv\ 
Tobias Lear 
P. S. You will please to direct your letters to me if 
you have occasion to write, as they will come free dur- 
ing the President's absence, as will those from me. — 

Clement Biddle Esquire. — 

Mr. Nelson to Col. Biddle. 

City Tavern September 5 th . 1790. 
Sir 

The President of the United States desires me to 
express to you his wishes that there may be no diffi- 
culties or impediments to his progress to encounter 
tomorrow. As he proposes to leave his Coach, it will 
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be necessary that tlie things which are contained within 
the Boxes should be removed into a Trunk ; it will also 
be necessary to procure a Trunk which will be fitted to 
the place of the Stage where this Trunk is to be car- 
ried. He therefore thinks it would be well that the 
Stage be immediately brought to the City Tavern — 
Two Trunks have been brought here — one of which 
will be taken if it suits ; which can be determined when 
the Stage is brought. — The sooner this is known the 
better if it be not inconvenient to you, Sir, it may be 
well to call on the President. 

I am, 

Sir, 

with respect 
Your very obedient Servant 
Nelson — 



Tobias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

New York September 9 th . 1790 
Dear Sir, 

I have now before me your favors of the 30 th . of 
August & 7 th . of September — and beg that you and M rs 
Biddle will accept the best thanks of M rs . Lear and 
myself for your polite offer of services. As we shall 
reside with the President there will be no arrangemt. 
for us seperate [sic] from his; and I expect to have 
everything in readiness to leave this place by the first 
of October. I think to engage two of the Packets which 
ply between this place and Philadelphia, to carry our 
things by the trip, unless other Vessels can be obtained 
upon more reasonable terms. — As I am not acquainted 
with the Captains of these Packets, nor the Vessels 
themselves, I will therefore be much obliged to you to 
inform me who & which are the best, and likewise, if 
you can, how much is given for them, or a Vessel of 
their size to carry a freight from this place to Philad". 
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for I presume they will not be backward in tbeir de- 
mands for anything which they do for the President, as 
I have in many instances found a disposition to require 
more for him than for another person. 

The Papers, if you please, may be forwarded to 
Mount Vernon. 

I received a letter from the President on Tuesday 
giving me a particular account of the House, altera- 
tions &c — and he seemed to think that M r Morris would 
be removed by the 25 th . of the Month; in which case 
the President's furniture could go in immediately as 
the alterations, which are making, will not interfere 
with the rest of the House. 

Your drafts for the money which you mentioned shall 
be honored at Sight. — or, should it be more convenient 
for you I will get a draft here upon your Bank and 
transmit it to you, if you will let me know the sum. 
with very great esteem & regard 
I am, Dear Sir, 
Your most Obed'. Serv\ 
Tobias Lear. 
Clement Biddle Esquire. 

(To be continued.) 



